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Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, language: English, abstract: People have always been interested in
language. First records of Sanskrit grammar, morphology and word-formation rules were written down by
Panini over 2500 years ago. So it is not surprising that especially now with all the possibilities technology oGers,
linguists are determined to identify THE word-formation-theory. In the last century there has been a boom in
publishing, creating enormous corpora that allow linguists to study a far wider range of written language. Due
to the technological possibility of sound and video recording, there are also numerous spoken accounts of
language available now (Bauer 1994, 9). In the last decades however, according to Bauer, word-formation is a
rather confused area of study (2002, xiii), mostly because of its various terminology as well as diGerent
methodological and theoretical approaches. Therefore this paper will concentrate on and use the standard
terminology Bauer agreed on in English Word-formation. Bauer notes furthermore the confusion in the field of
productivity in word-formation. The fact that word-formation processes are in fact productive and create new
lexemes can be proved by consulting any dictionary of neologisms or updates in other dictionaries.
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