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Dimensions: 10.0in. x 7.0in. x 0.6in.The Absentee A Story of Ireland - The Systemic Evils of the Absentee Landlord
Class - By Maria Edgeworth. The Absentee is a novel by Maria Edgeworth, published in 1812 in Tales of
Fashionable Life, that expresses the systemic evils of the absentee landlord class of Anglo-Irish and the
desperate condition of the Irish peasantry. Just before coming of age, Lord Colambre, the sensitive hero of the
novel, finds that his mother Lady Clonbronys attempts to buy her way into the high society of London are only
ridiculed, while his father, Lord Clonbrony, is in serious debt as a result of his wifes lifestyle. His mother wishes
him to marry an heiress, Miss Broadhurst, who is a friend of Grace Nugent. However, Colambre has already
fallen in love with his cousin, Grace Nugent, who lives with the family as a companion to Lady Clonbrony.
Worried that his mother will pressure him into a marriage with someone he does not love, Colambre decides to
leave the London social scene and visit his ancestral home in Ireland. Upon arriving in Dublin, Colambre
becomes good friends with Sir James Brooke, who is a good influence on Colambre and warns him against the
schemes of some new arrivals on the Dublin social scene: Lady Dashfort and her widowed daughter, Lady
Isobel. It is generally known that Lady Dashfort is looking to ensnare a new, rich Irish peer for her equally
unscrupulous daughter, and by any means necessary. Despite a pointed warning from Sir James, Colambre
falls under the influence of the persuasive Lady Dashfort, who wishes to secure him as the next husband for
Lady Isobel. Chance intelligence from a former maid in the Clonbrony...
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