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other jurisdictions that participated Overall Science Results for the at grade 4, and 38 states and 4 other Nation,
Regions, and States jurisdictions at grade 8. Only public Science Results for the Nation: schools participated in
the state-by-stateBetween 1996 and 2000, there was no assessment. statistically significant difference observed
At Grade 4: in the average science scores of fourth-or eighth-grade students. The average scoreThe top six
states in 2000 were lowa, of students in grade 12, however, de-Maine, Massachusetts, Montana, North clined
from 150 in 1996 to 147 in 2000. Dakota, and Vermont. The average scores for these six states were higher than
anyln 2000, the percentage of students other participating state but were not performing at or above Proficient
- found to differ significantly from one identified by NAGB as the level that all another. students should reach -
was 29 percent at grade 4, 32 percent at grade 8, and 18lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Montana, percent at grade
12. The percentage of andVermont had percentages of fourth-eighth-graders at or above Proficient was
graders at or above Proficient that were higher in 2000 than in 1996. The per-higher than the other
participating states, centage of twelfth-graders at or above but were not found to be significantly Basic
declined between 1996 and 2000. different from one another. The 90th percentile score at grade 8 was At Grade
8: higher in 2000 than in 1996, indicatingThe top 10 states and other jurisdic-improvement for the highest-
performing tions in 2000 were Idaho, Maine, eighth-graders....
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