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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .or faces; and so the triumph of craftsmanship and the decadence of
design may be followed through their various developments. In these the artist appears to have done his best
(or worst) to outdo his predecessor or contemporary worker in the extravagant use of forms, proper only to tbe
painter or picture-maker, till it touched what was perhaps its highest point of absurdity, in the wooden
representation of whole towns, castles, etc. We see these illustrated in the German work of the eighteenth
century on panels used chiefly for the interior decoration of cabinets. The French work of the eighteenth
century is every whit as extravagant as that of Germany in another way. There is a small table in the Jones
Collection at the South Kensington Museum the top of which is decorated with Boule work (metal and ivory). In
the plan of the decoration a band is used into which and on which are introduced figures in the costume of the
period, curiously scalloped cloths, tassels, foliated forms, paterae, caryatides, monkeys, squirrels, swags of
flowers, baskets of flowers, masks, birds (cranes), dogs, festoons formed of petals or husks, cornucopia?, and
probably a few other properties more or less material to the scheme. If this kind of thing was ever worth doing
(a matter about which I am hardly prepared to speak here) an excuse for it would surely be found in this table,
which, as a piece of craftsmanship, apart from its design, is certainly...
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