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In response to the wide resonance for his 1896 THE JEWISH STATE, Herzl convened the first Zionist Congress in
Basel in 1897, which established the World Zionist Organization with its representative and elected institutions;
this in turn became the foundation for Israel's democratic political system. In his efforts to gain international
support for a Jewish state, Herzl met with the Ottoman Sultan, the German Emperor Wilhelm II, Pope Pius X,
British, Russian and German ministers, as well as an enormous number of other government and public
opinion leaders of most European countries. By the time of his early death in 1904 at the age of 44, Herzl
succeeded in putting Zionism on the map of world politics, no longer an esoteric idea held by a small group of
Jewish intellectuals in Eastern Europe.
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