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Glasgow and Rest of Scotland Medical Association; July to December, 1895 The roof, or upper part of the
tympanic cavity, consists of a very thin plate of bone, which forms the partition separating it from the interior
of the skull containing the brain. Disease often extends from the ear in the direction of the cranial cavity, and
sets up very serious, if not fatal, disease of the brain and its coverings. There is a small communication opening
on the back wall of the drum-cavity, and leading to the bone behind the ear, termed the mastoid process of the
temporal bone. Inflammatory affections extend from the ear to the cell-spaces in that bone, and excite
destructive and wide-spreading disease. In some cases the purulent accumulation bursts through the skin over
the bone behind the ear, fiind establishes a permanent suppurating channel. Under the floor of the tympanic
chamber runs the jugular vein on its way to the lower part of the neck. Ear disease implicating that large blood-
vessel is often attended with disastrous consequences. In front of the drum-cavity, and separated from it only
by a thin layer of bone, is situated another large vessel, the carotid artery, which may be affected by disease or
injury involving the ear. Extension of middle ear disease may also take place through the inner wall of the
cavity directly to the internal ear, and affect the structures of the labyrinth, resulting in total deafness,
giddiness, or brain disease. Distant parts of the body may be affected by the disease in the cavity of the drum,
such as the lungs, and even...
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