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achieved an enviable rate of Nonetheless, the country, health insurance coverage. the limits to and other States,
should be aware of what can be learned from Hawaiis experience. Factors that May Limit Other States Ability to
Adopt Hawaiis Methods Hawaii is a unique State in many respects: its climate, geography, generally low
unemployment rate, recent tradition of budget surpluses, and history, including its tradition of comprehensive,
employment-based health care. For example, Hawaiis tourist-oriented businesses subject to the States
mandatory employment-based coverage are likely to find it difficult to move to another State with more
favorable health insurance laws. Hawaii received a special exemption from the Federal Employee Retirement
Income Security Act ( ERISA ) of 1974, which passed a few months after Hawaiis 1974 act passed; thus, Hawaiis
employment-based coverage act 2 may only work for Hawaii. The State of Hawaii lacks the kind of health
services research that wouldpermit researchers to analyze with confidence the impact of Hawaiis legislative
efforts on patients, health care providers, and businesses, and help to separate the impact of Hawaiis insurance
system from its other features. For example, whether Hawaii residents relatively low health care utilization and
insurance rates are caused by, or independent of, any changes in coverage, is unknown. Any health impacts of
differences in utilization resulting from differences among plans in covered services is as yet unknown. There
are boundaries within which Hawaiis publicly-funded Medicaid and SHIP programs operate, including:
Eligibility and relation to Medicaid: Hawaiis Medicaid program has fairly liberal eligibility criteria so that,
combined with the mandated. employment-based health insurance, the gap between public and private health
insurance coverage is relatively small in Hawaii, compared to other States. States in which Medicaid eligibi. ....
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