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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Gulf of Mexico is a priceless national treasure. Its natural resources -
water, fish, beaches, reefs, marshes, oil and gas - are the economic engine of the region. The Gulf of Mexico is
likewise vitally important to the entire nation as a bountiful source of food, energy and recreation. The Gulf
Coast s unique culture and natural beauty are world-renowned. There is no place like it anywhere else on Earth.
On April 20, 2010 the eyes of the world focused on an oil platform in the Gulf, approximately 50 miles oK the
Louisiana coast. The mobile drilling unit Deepwater Horizon, which was being used to drill an exploratory well
for BP Exploration and Production, Inc. (BP), violently exploded, caught fire and eventually sank, tragically
killing 11 workers. But that was only the beginning of the disaster. Oil and other substances from the rig and the
well head immediately began flowing unabated approximately one mile below the surface. Initial eKorts to cap
the well were unsuccessful, and for 87 days oil spewed unabated into the Gulf. Oil eventually covered a vast
area of thousands of square miles, and carried by the tides and currents reached the coast, polluting beaches,
bays, estuaries and marshes from the Florida panhandle to west of the Mississippi River delta. At the height of
the spill, approximately 37 of the open water in the Gulf was closed to fishing. Before the well was finally
capped, an estimated 5 million barrels (210 million gallons) escaped from the well over a period of
approximately 3 months. In addition, approximately 771,000 gallons of dispersants were applied to the waters
of the spill area, both on the surface...
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