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occasional and negligible echoes, the poetic movement of the nineties, the decadent movement, as we call it for
convenience, has long been over; its poets are dead or have come to see life in fresh, less crepuscular lights; and
such characteristic work of the school as is still worth reading would go into a very slender volume.
Nevertheless, these poets had their virtue; they sang some songs whose melody still haunts us; and they
rendered one positive service to literature: if their mode of writing was rather too self-conscious and rather
anaemic in its simplicity, it was a necessary and effective protest against the floridity of the romantic decline.
But the few small fields which, among all those in healthier epochs considered fruitful for the artist, they
deigned to cultivate, were soon worked to barrenness; and there followed a silence broken only by the
antiphonal trumpetings, strenuous rather than melodious, of Kipling and Watson, and the undertones, too little
regarded, of a few such sincere and admirable poets as Sturge Moore and Laurence Binyon. Then came the
Georgian renaissance, and English poetry quickened with sudden, or seeming sudden, new life, which stirred
not only in men themselves new to literature but in others who had served their prenticeship, with more or less
of promise, during the lean years. This new poetry is, in one of its many aspects, a reaction against the
decadents; a reaction not of optimism against pessimism but of catholicism against eclecticism. While the
decadents were undeniably pessimists, the writers of the present generation are not necessarily, or usually,
optimists. They accept the whole...
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