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various systems of philosophical theories of government,
which have been given to the world since the human reason
was emancipated by the revival of learning, sovereignty, with
scarcely an exception, has held a prominent place, and upon
their conception of it all of the foremost thinkers since that
time have rested their philosophic systems. The two great
exceptions to this general practice are Montesquieu and Locke.
DOWNLOAD e The former neither defines nor treats of sovereignty; and the
latter fails even to mention the word. The explanation of this
apparently vital omission from their systems may be found in
the ethical idealism of these philosophers, who exalted moral
obligation to an actual force and gave to man s consciousness
of right a determinate authority which is denied by historical
experience. They dealt with what they conceived ought to be in
human affairs, rather than what really is. The other political
philosophers preceding Locke, and Montesquieu such men as
Jean Bodin, Suarez, Johannes Althusius, Hobbes and Spinoza,
while often intermingling abstract right with strict legality,
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