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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .value, even though the results are few in number, of giving under the
heading of the presumptive tests the published reports of the Water Supply Department, and their opinion of
the water was based on Mr. WhippleOs provisional interpretation of presumptive tests given out in 1903, yet,
while the presumptive tests are almost uniformly negative, B. coli has been constantly isolated by us in
quantities varying from 1 c.c. to 10 c.c. The Water Supply Department had further stated that considerable
purification takes place between 135th Street Gate House and the City Hall. At 16th Street, which is midway
between the two stations, we should expect to get water that had at least half the purification that the City Hall
water would show and therefore purer than at 195th Street. We are indebted to Dr. Jackson, Director of the
laboratory, for these reports. We have repeatedly found that waters giving a positive result with presumptive
test in.1 c.c. have given a negative result with 1 c.c. and with 10 c.c, the growth of a considerable number of
varieties of bacteria interfering with the action of the colon bacilli. A presumptive test which frequently fails
completely to reveal the presence of B. coli where it is a comparatively simple matter to find it by another
method is certainly of questionable value, and should be subjected to rigid investigation before basing any very
definite opinions on the quality of the water supply under examination. THE CHEMICAL PHASES OF...
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