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illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . . . demanded than a knowledge of the story. These pieces may be printed in one or
other of the eight alphabets with which German youth is plagued. Considerable practice in the written
characters is needed to decipher many notices posted on museums or University boards. To an Englishman
there is some slight solace in this alphabetical luxuriance, as it aEords a retort to rude remarks on the stupidity
of our weights and measures and spelling. Parsing at first must be very sparingly indulged in. If a boy knows the
plural of a noun or the parts of a verb, it is immaterial to him at this stage whether they are regular or
irregular; that will grow clear when he has gained material enough to classify. A sharp look-out must be kept
for idiomatic turns and phrases; they could be entered in an exercise book and learnt by heart. If we use a
printed collection, the phrases removed from their context do not make a strong impression, and we run the
risk of learning archaic turns. This incessant occupation with a text in front of him, this continued return to
material continually oEering new suggestions and displaying unsuspected wealth, cannot fail to work back
beneficially on the method of reading books in English. Our main object being to concentrate the childs
attention on the language itself, dictation will become important as a substitute for written translation. The
almost forgotten art of listening is cultivated, as well as the...
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