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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.4in.Congress recognized the importance of making health manpower accessible
to the entire population. A disproportionate number of physicians has been concentrated in urban areas,
mainly because of professional considerations. During fiscal years 1972 to 1977, more than 430 million in
federal funds were obligated in an attempt to increase the supply of physicians in shortage areas. Federal
efforts have had some success, but many problems remain. The National Health Service Corps increased the
availability of physicians in shortage areas but, because it has not adequately assessed needs, its physicians are
underused in terms of patients served at some sites. The federal loan repayment program has attracted only a
small percentage of eligible physicians, most of whom would have established practices in shortage areas
anyway. The program for area health education centers has the long-term potential to improve health
manpower distribution by meeting some of the professional considerations. The preceptorship program will
probably not substantially affect location choices, but the family medicine training program has the potential
for increasing the supply of physicians in rural areas and small towns because of the tendency for many family
practitioners to locate in such areas. Many states and private organizations have attempted to increase access
to primary care medical services in rural areas through programs using nonphysician providers, including
nurses and physician extenders. The inability to receive reimbursement from medicare or other sources for
physician extender services restricted more widespread use of such services. Recent authorization for such
reimbursement may help areas to use physician extenders to meet health care needs. This item ships from La
Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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