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Mails from NYC usually within 12 hours. ; 12 x 8 x 0.8 inches; 288 pages; \nFrom Library Jour Photos of some of
the 35, 000 offerings left at the Vietnam Wall since 1982. Copyright 1995 Reed. From Booklist The first offering to
the Wall, a Purple Heart thrown into the monument's cement as it was being poured, presaged the medals,
insignia, MIA bracelets, bullet casings, photographs, and flags from coffins that survivors have left at the
Vietnam monument. Each night the items are warehoused and cataloged; this album portrays a sample of the
30, 000 objects commended to the dead thus far. Photographed against stark white backdrops, the artifacts
vary in overt meaning: booze or money settles debts; a letter reaches out to the silence (sealed letters are never
opened) ; mementos scrawled with signatures and explanations maintain a tangible link with the dead. What
unites the variety is the private message delivered in this public space, a message palpable merely in outline to
strangers not privy to the individual pain. In spite of that ambiguity, viewing these photos conveys the
emotional impact of the memorial that only a personal visit to the site can exceed. With an appendix of all 58,
196 names on the Wall, this book is quite a powerful memorial on its own. Gilbert Taylor.
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