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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 edition. Excerpt: . chapter xv. A few of Verdi s letters.--Artistic character of the
master.--His opinions and doctrines in relation to art, the theatre, and musical education.--Portrait of Verdi by
Guerazzi. As far as lies in my power, | have given all the details of the career of Verdi--that career which began
obscurely with Oberto di San Bonifacio, and ended, thirty-one years later, with that masterpiece which is called
Aida. | have endeavoured, in the course of this work, to unite the man and the artist, and to bring into relief his
character at the same time as his genius. If | have, of set purpose, almost completely abstained from criticism--
that is to say, from all attempts at discussing his merits--and if | have wished to make the work impersonal, |
have not pretended to make it the work of a sceptic. Without having at any time entered into discussion, | have
at least allowed my impressions, whether from an artistic or a moral point of view, to peep through. | have no
intention of altering my plan, but | wish to add here some information which will complete our personal
acquaintance with Verdi, and will also put the finishing touches to his portrait as an artist. A few of the master s
letters will be of assistance in this conclusion of my task. These letters are very few; for while some artists are
always anxious to be writing, and delight to see themselves in...
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