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- Print on Demand Neuware - In the language acquisition process, children acquire words by simultaneously
trying to comprehend how language functions and expressing forms which they have learned for meanings
they wish to convey. Children are very skillful at identifying words in the stream of sounds, attributing meaning
to them, segmenting them into smaller parts, and detecting rules of word structure. When they create words
themselves, they use everything they have learned at diGerent stages of acquisition, by following the rules they
have discovered in language. As children learn more words, they are able to identify patterns and certain
regularities in the lexicon. They make use of these patterns and build paradigms, i.e. they use the same
templates to connect words which are related in form and meaning. By creating forms for specific meanings,
they coin words which fit into an already existing paradigm. Paradigms reflect a certain regularity within
language, and at the same time, reveal children s need to organize and compress the huge amount of words
that they encounter. Despite children s skillfulness in learning language and their ability to analyze the structure
of language and its regularities, despite their mastery in creating innovative complex words that follow
principles of word-formation, not all the words children produce are legitimate forms. The purpose of this
paper is to identify the reasons why errors occur in children s production of complex words. The second part of
the paper will deal with a theoretical analysis of complex words, from the internal structure of words to main
types of word-formation like derivation and compounding, and finally, will focus on establishing rules of word-
building that children identify in language and also use in their...
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