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IN THE CITY: RANDOM ACTS OF AWARENESS (PAPERBACK)

WW Norton Co, United States, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 139 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.What kind of person is a city person? This is a question of increasing
importance, Colette Brooks suggests, as the city begins to spread, inexorably, into the furthest reaches of the
modern mind. One possibility: a city person is someone who doesn t feel the need to finish a jigsaw puzzle, who
relishes jagged edges and orphaned curves, stray bits of data, stories parsed from sentences half overheard on
the streets. Someone who is willing, sometimes eager, to immerse herself in mystery. Winner of the PEN/Jerard
Fund Award, In the City is an idiosyncratic, lyrical, edgy exploration of the urban experience. This daring,
unpredictable work breathes new life into the nonfiction form. Chronicling the oFen haphazard lives of city
dwellers and cities themselves, In the City is a window into the urban psyche. An unnamed narrator roams the
streets of an unnamed city, practicing random acts of awareness as she gathers disjointed pieces of the puzzle.
She is sometimes in a city that seems to be New York, and sometimes in cities halfway around the world. In her
wanderings she collects bits of stories, some taken from the headlines, some from the streets, some from the
distant past. She studies criminals, innocent bystanders, commuters; a renowned painter who fled to the
country; a bomber who sends unsuspecting city dwellers lethal packages marked personal ; a blind, deaf
woman who loves to ride the subway; a young cabdriver who keeps an open dictionary at his side as he drives,
struggling to learn a strange language; a perplexed explorer who finds himself, against all expectation,
stranded at the very edge of the earth. All of these people, she...
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